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. t me time, our hearts ache for the people of Haiti and Chile who still suffer
kmynewmoon@gmﬁll‘#ﬁ{?devastation and loss of life from recent earthquakes and tsunami and for the
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In Solidarity 1

. At the Casa, we still grieve over the November death of Susana Zeledon Rayos, (p. 2)
Susanads S2

I Yvhile the family of Mychal Rushwald shares how their own grief at the loss of their son

Tragedy to Friendshif 3 has opened the way to new friendship with the Casa Materna (p. 3)
Gratitude to Casa Fri¢ 4
FCM Funds Update 4 March 23 would have been the 51birthday of Mary Ann Jackman and her daughters

Mari ana and Gabriela gathered with frie
with Casa staff and mothers.. They have formed a Circle of Support in Managua that
makes generous monthly donations of food for the mothers.

Our MISSIO“' In the midst of reflections on loss and renewal, we also celebrate the great joy of FCM
Th€asa Materna Mary Aenrmo ar d member Gabrielle O&6Sullivan and S
Jackmsaeks to reduce became a way of inviting others to know and support the Casa mothers. (p. 4)
mate_'rr_lal and infgnt death 8}406 again | am blessed
proing educelon, S/ cpend e r cocas (8
UENUOTLt peace April 15"-May 2%

for rural mothers with highgnd welcome your notes
risk pregnancies before anghd updates.
after birthing.

515 Nerinx Rd.
Friends of the Casa Maternarinx, KY 40049.
is a ngorofit association
that channels support to tH&ith gratitude,
mothers, newborns and stéffty Madden
of the Casa Materna Mary .

New email:

Ann Jackman in Matagalpﬂ'rttvnewmoon@qmail.com
Nicaragua

Dofia Blanca, (seated) Gabriela, and Mariana
give thanks for their daughter and mother Mary Ann Jackman (in Casa mural).

[ Donations can now be made safely and securely online at www.casamaterna.org ]
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A Time for Birthing.....and a Tirne for Grievinge

It was November 2 § Day of the Dead- when SusanaOne day she also took time to write the following prayer
reached the Casa Mat er na onapage theeorated wittyfloners: Mat agal pa.
husband, 6 she said, 0 di d HalyoRatheky & pray formmed! the loving andngenelbust I
sisted. | remember my time here in 1999 when | had myomen of this Casa Materna. Bless them and pro-
daughter Maria José and | knew it was important for ntect them with your Holy Spirit. Also, for myself and

to return for the birth of the baby | am carrying. | won-for all of us who are awaiting a happy outcome of

der i f you remember me ? Ooourop@fnancies,ulraskethat weebe (heldnénnybue r
you. Susana, 6 we assur edhatde Amen o How have you been?bo6
And then she began to share her story.... To the Casa staffsheaddedou dondét know h
O0When | had my baby -bdatiory Etlsanks/ou alldon the kind andveeastiful bvgtys you

and | had a hard time after the surgery. The doctorhave)treated me.

discouraged me from having another child saying it would Susana Zeledon from Piedra de Agua (Stone of Water)
seriously endanger my life. Yet, four years later, | had

my son Gregorio Nicolas. And once again | was warnebhe morning of November 17, Susana left for the hospi-
My husband also knew this. Three years ago when | wakand gave birth to her "8 child in the early evening
pregnant again, | had a miscarriage. And the same Hapirs. However, this time, despite vigilant efforts on the
pened last year. Each time, my family feared | might dagt of hospital staff and multiple transfusions, nothing
because | was so weak f r ocouldbe dose tostop thd hemodhaging as her life ever
so slowly ebbed away. With family members and Casa
staff keeping vigil, Susana died the following afternoon as
her newborn daughter was cared for in the neatal
unit.

Al'l the oWhat | fs. ..
We ask ourselves if things might have been different for
Susana had she been part of one of our folgavgroups
and/or had had greater support of her husband with re-
gard to family planning. At the same time, we are aware
that there are so manywomen in rural Matagalpa who
share the same dilemmas that Susana faced related to her
religious beliefs and the monmmachistattitudes of hus-
bands who put their needs first. Thus, we are committed

Susana (rt) with Dofia Concepcion. to redoubling our efforts at outreach and folleup on
their behalf.
The Gift of Community Giving Thanks
|t was cl ear to all of uSsisant Was bne & overdlh @ mothgysrwe haveosard to m
riages had left her with a great sense of fear. Yetshehe Regi onal Hospital in th

seemed to set this fear aside as she entered fully into thie; yet, she is the only one who has not survived
Casa community. During her two weeks in the Casa, Suer time of birthing there . We give thanks for the
sana touched us all deeply. For the other mothers, sktaff of hospital and also feel their pain at not having been
quickly became a sister, watching out for the youngeble to keep Susana with us.

first-time mothers and encouraging the older women

who, though they might be having their 10th child, weren t he mi dst of our grief,
away from their homes for the first time in their lives.  prayer of thanksgiving asking, too, that her children be
Susana was generous in helping out in the kitchen or witivingly cared for.

various parts of the house care. She had a talent for

making bracelets from threads and the mothers and staff Susana Zeledon Rayo,

treasure the bracelets she gave to each as gifts. On No- PRESENTE! PRESENTE! PRESENTE!

vember §' a s we cel ebrated t he Casads 18t h birthday,
Susana joined the other mothers in sharing music and

dance and role plays. Photo by Itziar Martin



