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Casa Mothers
Give Thanks

Weavers of Solidarity

While visiting Casa friends in the S€atitena area in later summer, | was warmly welcomed into the home of Marlis and"
Hanson. In between times of very active grandparenting, regular walks, book club gatherings, the practiceithgoga, jot
and weaving (Marlis) and Tai Chi, piano playing and memoir writing (Vern), they both continue to be weavers of a r
solidarity with the staff and mothers of the Casa Materna. What follows is a conversation of memory sharing:

Marlis: We first traveled to Central America in 1986 and 1987
when we were still on the faculty of Pacific Lutheran University
(PLU). We met Kitty when we were in Nicaragua in early 1988
picking coffee as part of a solidarity brigade. At that time, we
stayed with a family in Matagalpa and became acquainted with
what was then still the o0drean
Kitty : Yes, | remember sharing our joy when the Casa doors
were opened in 1991.

Vern: Then, in January of 1992, through the help of the Center
for Global Education, | brought a group of 10 students from
PLU for a January semester of 4 credits in social work in
Matagalpa, Nicaragua. Kitty, a social worker herself, helped us
arrange placements with some students working in the Casa,
Casa supporters Vern and Marlis Hanson others in a nearby day care center and still others on a coffee
farm, La Fundadora, midway between Matagalpa and Jinotega.
Kitty : In those early years of the Casa, we had few Nicaraguan staff and the help of volunteers from othe

[ Donations can now be made safely and securely online at www.casamaterna.org ]




