
November 2nd, the Day of the Dead, we 

remembered two mothers intimately  

connected with the Casa Materna.  Nico-

lasa Zeledon was 43 years old and expect-

ing her 16th child; though she gave birth to 

a healthy baby, Nicolasa died 4 days after 

leaving the Casa in April of 1997.   Mary 

Ann Jackman, for whom we named our 

Casa, was 6 months pregnant with her 3rd 

child and died January 20, 1987, together 

with her baby boy shortly after a highway 

accident. 

 

Nicolasa and Mary Ann live on in the col-

lective memory of our Casa together with 

other beloved friends who have passed 

over.  As we remember, we also give 

thanks for over 12,976 mothers and 

newborns welcomed into the Casa 

these past 17 years.  

 

Kittyõs Ongoing Transition 

For those who have asked, I want to con-

firm that I do intend to continue living in 

Nicaragua when I come to the end of my 

òtransition timeó in late May of 2010.   I 

am grateful to all on the Friends of the 

Casa Materna board who are graciously 

helping with various aspects of the fund-

raising and liaison work.  Below we share 

about the developing Circles of Sup-

port, our way of extending our educa-

tional outreach and fund-raising through 

friends in various parts of the country. 

 

We are grateful to Jo-Ann Snyder and 

Jody Treter for sharing their experiences 

with the Casa mothers and staff and to 

Susan Lambert for her interview with 

Casa nurse, Gladys Chavarria. 

 

As we approach our December celebra-

tions of Light and Life, we give thanks for 

your ongoing support of us in these most 

difficult of times economically.  We are 

deeply grateful to be included in your al-

ternative celebrations and ask that you 

and your loved ones be abundantly 

blessed.    

 

Warmly, Kitty                   

newmoon@ibw.com.ni  
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Our developing Circles of Support will be assisted by 

the Friends of Casa Materna board. 

To aid in outreach and fundraising, the 

FCM Board approved the development 

of regional Circles of Support .   

A Circle of Support is a nurturing network 

of friends of the Casa that shares in the 

mission of the Casa Materna and encour-

ages others to join in its support.   

The developing circles throughout the 

U.S. will take on the form chosen by 

participants and their contact people 

will be listed on the FCM website:  

www.casamaterna.org  

Our Mission: 
The Casa Materna Mary Ann 

Jackman seeks to reduce 

maternal and infant death by 

providing education, shelter, 

food and medical attention 

for rural mothers with high-

risk pregnancies before and 

after birthing. 

 

Friends of the Casa Materna 

is a non-profit association 

that channels support to the 

mothers, newborns and staff 

of the Casa Materna Mary 

Ann Jackman in Matagalpa, 

Nicaragua  

Donations can now be made safely and securely online  at www.casamaterna.org  

mailto:newmoon@ibw.com.ni
http://www.casamaterna.org/


In November 2007, at long last, I visited my dear friend, 

Kitty Madden, in Nicaragua. For years, I have been a Board 

member of the Friends of the Casa Materna, a group in the 

States that seeks ways to provide support to Kitty and the 

staff in their work with rural mothers with high-risk preg-

nancies and newborns.  I had known Nicaragua and the 

Casa through Kittyõs eyes and now was coming to see this 

reality first hand. 

 

Although I have visited many countries of the world, from 

the moment the plane touched down in Managua, I knew 

this trip would be different.  As we traveled around the 

country, I felt truly welcome and I quickly learned that it 

was the stories, the sights, the sounds, the smells, the 

tastes and the feelings that would stay with me when I re-

turned home. I saw tin roofed houses, lush countryside 

with bright colored flowers, the volcano Mombacho, cattle 

on the roads and Ben Linderõs grave. I heard dogs barking, 

roosters crowing and the laughter of children playing in the 

streets.  I smelled rich coffee and tasted fresh beans and 

sweet fruit.  And my perception of barrio (neighborhood) 

has been changed forever. 

 

What I remem-

ber the most, 

however, are 

the remarkable 

stories of the 

mothers at the 

Casa Materna; 

their stories 

will stay with 

me for a life-

time. The 

mothers told 

me about their 

communities, their long trips to arrive at the Casa and their 

hopes for the future in welcoming their new babies.  I 

asked them what they would want me to tell the Board 

members of the Friends of the Casa Materna when I re-

turned to the States.  After thanking me for the support 

that Friends provides and presenting me with pictures they 

had drawn for me, they told me to tell the Friends that 

they felt safe .  Safe that they would be nourished in so 

many ways while awaiting the births, safe in this community 

of other pregnant mothers taking care of one another, safe 

with the Casa staff that cares for them so lovingly and safe 

knowing they have the opportunity to give birth to healthy 

babies.  Over and over again they told me of previous diffi-

cult births and even of deaths of children that were born at 

home.  One mother told me that although I did not speak 

her language, nor did she speak mine, she was speaking 

from her heart and she knew that I was also speaking from 

my heart.  Somehow, in some small way I knew when I 

heard these words, tomorrow would be better for me and 

hopefully also for her.  

 

When I arrived home in Michigan, I wanted my Church to 

make a more formal connection with this ministry.  What I 

witnessed in the work of the Casa Materna is truly Godõs 

work.  I attend Central United Methodist Church, a his-

toric òfirstó church in downtown Detroit.  We commit 

ourselves to work for peace and justice.  Over the years, 

Kitty has been invited to share about the work of the Casa 

and Church members have been very supportive.  Now the 

Administrative Team of the Church has approved this Min-

istry as a church-wide effort. Social justice is globalé

our connection with Nicaragua and the Casa Ma-

terna is part of Centralõs mission beyond Detroit.   

During Thanksgiving week, 2008, a group of five members 

will travel with me to Nicaragua and will visit the Casa Ma-

terna in Matagalpa.  We will have an initial orientation to 

the social-political-economic reality of Nicaragua at the 

Centro Kairos in Managua.  For more information, see  

www. akfnica.org 

I visited Nicaragua assuming that I have so much and the 

people there have so little.  I came home knowing that I 

have so little, and they have so much. In solidarity we 

are all both givers and receivers.  I give thanks for the 

overwhelming love, warmth and sincerity of my new Nica-

raguan friends.     

Page 2 Friends of Casa Newsletter 

Touched by the Mothers of the Casa by Jo-Ann Snyder, FCM Board Member 

Developing Circle of Support at Central United Methodist Church in  

Detroit, MI including twins Mia and Maya and their mother, Chrysta Peoples.   

Casa Mothers share their drawings with Jo-Ann. 

http://www.akfnica.org

