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by Bill Hickey, FOCM Board Member

Born and raised in Muskegon, MI, a Viet Nam vet, a retirddm came to Nicaragua in early 2006 to assist Maryknoll

probation officer and foster care

coordinator for Kentfather Ted Custer in a sports game for the youth of Ran-

County, a basketball coach, and describing himselfcas o Gr ande in northern Mat e

oornery, 6 Tom Si

bl ey may balegayar ahdickaeh wearae a perfedt fitk eOh his wRy tm

But people as far apart as Viet Nam and Nicaragua woidncho Grande, a community also served by the Casa Ma
terna, Tom spent a few night

disagree.

Martin Vaneyck, George Nobel, Marlin Baker, Rich VanSoest,

Rich DeVries, John Apol, Tom Sibley, Bill Simpson

fast, 0l a casita.o Throug
Affiliate, he was able to spend some time with the Casa
mothers and gain an appreciation of the services provided
for them.

Tom found himself a member of a group of retirees who

R.O.M.E.O.s (see photo). For two years group members
have sponsored an auction fundraiser for their various
charities at a local coffee house. Tom, with Maryknoll Af-
filiates Chris Muldoon and Pam Nordhoff, chose to send
their share of the auction receipts to the Casa Materna. As

cha ON Music i n Hudsonvi ||

Tom has returned to East Asia, including Viet Nam 4 timesately $900 to FOCM for use at the Casa.
since he was there in the military. A young boy who was a
refugee from Viet Nam lived with him for a year here ifom describes himself as a person who likes to explore the

Mi chi gan. The

boyds

mother was Vietnamese. Now a young man living in Graplbre the world with compassion, always looking for a way
Rapids, he was recently married in Viet Nam, to a Vietnaio- help make it a better place. For this, people from
ese woman and Tom was able to be there for his weddingoutheast Asia to Nicaragua, including the staff and moth-
As a Maryknoll Affiliate from the West Michigan chapteers of Casa Materna, are deeply grateful.

Casa staff, Dona Chila, Gladys and
Norma admire the triplets being held
by Doribel and her midwife mother.

Mle the importance of major c%
butions that help organizations con}
struct new buildings or expand service
shouldn't be ignored, the importancs
of small gifts from loyal donors, cou
pled with the critical services provided
by small organization (must not be
overlooked.....

Most donors give because they believe
in the mission of the organization they
are supporting.
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Doribel and Lazaro at home wih their,

The Importance of Small Gifts .
newborn triplets.

by Eugene R. Tempel
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