
The April 24th birth of the Casa Maternaõs first 

triplets in over 12,700 births is very symbolic 

of the Nicaraguan ability to survive, even in 

the most dire of circumstances.   

Twenty-one year old Doribel Areceda Arazua, 

mother of a 4 year old son, arrived at the 

door of the Casa Materna April 15th.  She was 

referred from the Regional Hospital as 

òexpecting twinsó and having a òurinary tract 

infection.ó  Doribel had already walked many 

hours followed by a two hour bus ride to ar-

rive in Matagalpa and it was one of the Casa 

nurses who discovered the third heart beat 

signaling triplets.  Both parents Doribel and 

Lazaro were deeply grateful for the care she 

and the babies received. 

This issue of Friends of the Casa extends our 

gratitude to all of you as we share our minis-

try of fund-raising on behalf of Casa mothers 

and newborns like Doribel and her triplets. 

In The Spirituality of Fund-Raising*, Henry Nou-

wen writes: 

Fund-raising is, first and foremost, a form of 

ministry.  It is a way of proclaiming what we 

believe in such a way that we offer other 

people an opportunity to participate with us 

in our vision and mission.    Vision and mis-

sion are so central to the life of Godõs people 

that without vision we perish and without 

mission we lose our way.  Vision brings 

together needs and resources to meet 

these needs.  Vision gives us courage to  

speak when we might want to remain silent. 

The fund-raising committee of FOCM (Friends 

of the Casa Materna) shares here a few of the 

many ways in which good friends are inviting 

others to share in the mission and vision of 

the Casa Materna.  It is a vision that òseeks 

not only to save the lives of mothers and ba-

bies but  also to help transform them as they 

continue to develop more fully,  in body, mind 

and spirit.ó 

As you read about the R.O.M.E.O.S of Grand 

Rapids, MI, the people of St. William Church 

in Louisville, KY, the students in Boulder, CO, 

and the Missouri Rotary Clubs of DesPeres, 

Kirkwood, Crestwood-Sunset Hills together 

with Rotary International, we hope that you 

also might inspired to send us examples of the 

creative ways in which you too have encour-

aged family and friends to  òparticipate in the 

mission and visionó of the Casa Materna. 

In this issue, too, we begin presenting profiles 

of the Casa staff;  the major reason for form-

ing FOCM in 2001 was to ensure that those 

who provide the service for mothers and new-

borns might have a just salary.   

In 2007, 45.9% of the $96,456.29 sent by 

FOCM to the Casa Materna provided for 12 

of 16  staff salaries together with help toward 

health care benefits. 

Asking abundant blessings on you and your 

loved ones, we give thanks for the ways you 

share our mission.   

Kitty Madden ð newmoon@ibw.com.ni 

Liason between the Casa Materna & FOCM   

 

*See website www.HenriNouwen.org to request a 

free copy of The Spirituality of Fund-Raising. 
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Our Mission: 

The Casa Materna Mary Ann 

Jackman seeks to reduce 

maternal and infant death 

by providing education, 

shelter, food and medical 

attention for rural mothers 

with high-risk pregnancies 

before and after birthing. 

 

Friends of the Casa Materna 

is a non-profit association 

that channels support to the 

mothers, newborns and staff 

of the Casa Materna Mary 

Ann Jackman in Matagalpa, 

Nicaragua  

Beautiful triplets- Maria Magdalena, Marta Maria  

&Lazaro.   Photo by Lily Emiko Freidman  

http://www.henrinouwen.org/


Born and raised in Muskegon, MI, a Viet Nam vet, a retired 

probation officer and foster care coordinator for Kent 

County, a basketball coach, and describing himself as 

òornery,ó Tom Sibley may seem like an unlikely Romeo.  

But people as far apart as Viet Nam and Nicaragua would 

disagree. 

Tom has returned to East Asia, including Viet Nam 4 times 

since he was there in the military.  A young boy who was a 

refugee from Viet Nam lived with him for a year here in 

Michigan.  The boyõs father was a U.S. soldier and his 

mother was Vietnamese. Now a young man living in Grand 

Rapids, he was recently married in Viet Nam, to a Vietnam-

ese woman and Tom was able to be there for his wedding. 

As a Maryknoll Affiliate from the West Michigan chapter, 

Tom came to Nicaragua in early 2006  to assist Maryknoll 

father Ted Custer in a sports game for the youth of Ran-

cho Grande in northern Matagalpa.  Tomõs skills as basket-

ball player and coach were a perfect fit.   On his way to 

Rancho Grande, a community also served by the Casa Ma-

terna, Tom spent a few nights in the Casaõs bed and break-

fast, òla casita.ó  Through Kitty Madden, also a Maryknoll 

Affiliate, he was able to spend some time with the Casa 

mothers and gain an appreciation of the services provided 

for them. 

 

Back in Michigan, after having fulfilled his coaching duties, 

Tom found himself a member of a group of retirees who 

call themselves òRetired Old Men Eating Outó ð the 

R.O.M.E.O.s (see photo).  For two years group members 

have sponsored an auction fundraiser for their various 

charities at a local coffee house.  Tom, with Maryknoll Af-

filiates Chris Muldoon and Pam Nordhoff, chose to send 

their share of the auction receipts to the Casa Materna.  As 

a result of the R.O.M.E.O.sõ efforts in 2007-08 at the Mo-

cha ôN Music in Hudsonville, MI, they have sent approxi-

mately $900 to FOCM for use at the Casa.   

 

Tom describes himself as a person who likes to explore the 

world.  It appears that he has a heart large enough to ex-

plore the world with compassion, always looking for a way 

to help make it a better place.  For this, people from 

Southeast Asia to Nicaragua, including the staff and moth-

ers of Casa Materna, are deeply grateful. 
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Real Life òRomeoó Woos Support for Casa  
by Bill Hickey, FOCM Board Member 

Martin Vaneyck, George Nobel, Marlin Baker, Rich VanSoest, 

Rich DeVries, John Apol, Tom Sibley, Bill Simpson  

While the importance of major contri-

butions that help organizations con-

struct new buildings or expand services 

shouldn't be ignored, the importance 

of small gifts from loyal donors, cou-

pled with the critical services provided 

by small organization (must not be) 

overlooked..... 

Most donors give because they believe 

in the mission of the organization they 

are supporting. 

 

The Importance of Small Gifts   

by Eugene R. Tempel 

(from the NonProfit Times eNewsletter) 

Doribel and Lazaro at home with their 

newborn triplets.  

Casa staff, Dona Chila, Gladys and 

Norma admire the triplets being held 

by Doribel and her midwife mother. 


