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Many of you have come to know Pat Doyle 
through her wonderful notes sent on behalf 
of Friends of the Casa Materna (FOCM) to 
acknowledge your donations for the Casa 
mothers and staff.  Since the beginning of 
FOCM, Pat has generously volunteered her 
time and talents as treasurer, bookkeeper 
and note writer. 
 
Thus, in this Thanksgiving letter, we of the 
Board together with the Casa staff take 
time to give thanks for Patôs dedicated work 
these past seven years.  We share here an 
interview/conversation between Pat and the 
Casa coordinator, Jeronima Ubeda, during 
her October visit in Michigan. 
 
Jeronima: First of all, Pat, I want to give 
you thanks for all you have done and 
are doing for the Casa Materna.  When and 
how did you make your first connection with 
Nicaragua and with the Casa? 
 
Pat:  In 1997-1998, when I was making the 
Spiritual Exercises under the guidance of 
Bill Hickey, he helped me make my first 
connection with the Casa and with Kitty 
Madden.  I began to hold the Casa staff 
and mothers in my prayers and in 1998 
was able to meet Kitty on one of her visits 
to Michigan.  I also then began a special 
prayer relationship with you, dear 
Jeronima. 
 
J: In what does your work for the Friends 
consist?   
P: Just after Friends of the Casa Materna 
was incorporated in September of 2000, I 
was asked to be the person to receive, re-

cord and acknowledge the donations. 
 
Gradually, through the years I took on more 
responsibility for the mailing of the newslet-
ters using our Roseville post office.  I also 
found our local printer, Karen Randolph.  
When I started this work, we mailed 233 
letters and now our list of friends is close to 
1,000, including overseas friends in Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, Scotland, England, Ja-
pan, Canada, Honduras, Guatemala and 
Nicaragua. 
 
Basically, I receive the donations, deposit 
the money in the bank and write notes of 
gratitude.  I also want to give special thanks 
to Sr. Rita Cocquyt, SC as she was the one 
who introduced me to the computer and 
has assisted so generously with printing the 
labels all these years. 
 
J:  What do you like best about your work, 
Pat? 
 
P: Through my work, I am able to work with 
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the wonderful people of the Board of Friends of the Casa 
and have come to know hundreds of other friends through 
the notes they have sent with their generous gifts of sup-
port.  It gives me great joy to see how many people truly 
care about the women of the Casa Materna and the people 
of Nicaraguaé.this is what I like best!  And just think, there 
have now been over 12,600 mothers and newborns wel-
comed into the Casa. 
 
J:  What is most difficult?  
 
P: Most difficult is definitely the task of keeping up with all 
the changes of addresses.  Without Sr. Rita, this would 
have been impossible! 
 
J:  What are your hopes and dreams for the Casa Materna, 
Patricia? 
 
P: My hope and prayer is that the Casa staff will always 
have enough money to support all of their works, for the 
mothers they serve in the Casa and for their outreach to 
rural midwives and for their important work of follow-up as 
the mothers return to their homes.  I also hope they will feel 
the support of our prayers each and every day. 

J:  When will you come to visit us at the Casa? 
 
P: Though I would love to visit you there in Matagalpa, I am 
afraid that I would not be able to endure the heat.  Weôll see 
what the future brings.  I am definitely there with you in 
spirit and deeply appreciate your visit here with us.  

Casa Materna Highlights 2007 
�i �� As of October, the Casa Materna has served 543 women this year, averaging 54 women per 

month. 
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lowing all staff members to rotate into leadership positions and share in decision making. 
 
�i �� Many visits to Nicaragua from friends of the Casa throughout the past year have brought joy to 

all!  
 
�i �� The new auditorium is up and running and well equipped thanks to a generous Rotary grant.  
 
�i �� Thanks to generous donations from Friends of the Casa Materna, these past two years and to 

help from AMCA from Switzerland, the Casa´s dream of a new truck became a reality in mid 
November.   

 
�i �� Hurricane Felix in September and heavy rains and flooding in October has severely affected 
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