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In our Spring letter, we gave thanks 
for mothers and grandmothers!  Now 
as the end of summer approaches, 
we pause to give thanks for friends.  
From May through August we were 
blessed with a steady flow of visitors 
as many friends who had previously 
only known the work of the Casa 
through letters and photos came to 
know the mothers and staff "cara a 
cara" - face to face. 
 
Judy Coode came from the 
Maryknoll office on Global Concerns 
in DC and Ann Carr, Maryknoll affili-
ate and pediatrician came from Ein-
stein Hospital in Philadelphia with the 
goal of developing future placement sites 
for resident pediatricians both in the Casa 
Materna and in the Regional Matagalpa 
hospital. Kate Riley and Michael Smyth of 
the Lenawee Peacemakers came next from 
Adrian, MI to share in the life of the Casa 
as they began their own love affair with the 
people and the land of Nicaragua.  And in 
mid July, Dan and Maylan Dunn-Kenney 
represented friends from the Central Amer-
ica Development Fund of DeKalb, IL follow-
ing their participation in the US-Nicaragua 
Solidarity Conference in Managua. 
 
Teresa Compte arrived from Barcelona in 
late July to share memories of her sister 
Gloria. It was a time for tears and laughter 
as we celebrated together Gloria's vital  
contribution to the birthing and develop-
ment of the Casa. With others from Xilone 
in Spain, Teresa is helping to develop new 
sources of ongoing support. 
 

Midwife Merilynne Rush from Ann Arbor, MI 
and language teacher Susan Lambert from 
Boulder, Colorado also visited.  Susan and 
Merilynne  share for themselves the fruits 
of their more extended visits (p 2-3) but we 
note here their amazing grasp of the very 
essence of solidarity, as a two way sharing 
of both giving and receiving, of teaching 
and of being taught.  Both Susan and Mer-
ilynne have fine-tuned the art of accompa-
niment, careful to walk with, rather than 
behind or in front of, the mothers and staff 
of the Casa.  
 
As always, the doors of the Casa and the 
ñcasita,ò our delightful Bed and Breakfast, 
stand open to welcome you in!  Warmly, 
Kitty --- newmoon@ibw.com.ni  
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June sixth, 2007-First day in Nicaragua 
La Casa Materna is atop a cobble-stoned hill on the outskirts of 
Matagalpa.  About ten women were outside to greet us as we ar-
rived.  They all wear hospital gowns and most have their hair up. 
The home has an immediate energy of support and care.  The women 
seem strong.  For some, this is their first pregnancy, and for others, 
their sixth or so.  They obviously embrace the sense of community 
that the Casa provides. 

 

The Casa Materna is a place where no one is alone.  It is a place 
of joy, support, learning, and transition; it is a microcosm of Nica-
ragua.  The Casa is a community, like Nicaragua, that prides 
itself in family and culture. As women arrive at the Casa, they are 
welcomed by the staff, and eventually become family through 
their mutual support and care of one another. I am grateful that I, 
too, was able to become a member of the Casa Materna family.  
 
The experience I had was multifaceted, and during every part of 
my journey I was welcomed with open arms.  
As I look back, joy and laughter are the emo-
tions that are most prevalent in my mind.  I was 
in tears from laughter as I watched Juana imi-
tate a monkey as a part of the Friday afternoon 
ñrifaò or ñraffleò.  I doubled over with stomach 
pains when the chair broke playing musical 
chairs in English class.  I had to take deep 
breaths to contain myself as my ñhostòmom, 
Dora, donned a backward baseball hat and 
sunglasses while imitating a rapper.  In Nicara-
gua, despite the relatively poor financial situa-
tion of many people, lack of money is more than 
compensated by the rich compassion, warmth 
and happiness that everyone shares.  
 

June seventh, 2007 
òToday, a mother found out that her newborn daughter has Downs 
Syndrome.  Aura seemed both confused and worried.  As I observed 
in the postpartum room, I watched Kitty and her friend, Ann con-
sole the mother and tell her of both the gifts and challenges of a 
child with Downs Syndrome.  I was watching closely and became 
so heartsick, yet grateful that I could be and will be a part of so 
many experiences.ó 
 

Though I saw sadness and confusion at times, care of and for 
one another was always prevalent.  I think of this when I picture 
Aura walking to the taxi with her day-old baby in her arms as all 
of the women paraded behind her carrying her things.  She was 
scared to return to her world, sad to say goodbye to her friends, 
yet she knew she would persevere because of the supportive 
web that was woven beneath her.  

 
June twenty-ninth, 2007 
I have learned that one can live happily with very little.  I know 
that good people exist all over the world, and if I happen to be in 
that place, I will find them.  I have learned that death is to be cele-
brated and mourned.  I now know that being positive and smiling 
and encouraging is never a bad thing, and people are drawn to 
warmth.  I have improved my ability to be intuitive and read situa-
tions and understand what eyes say, and smiles say.  I need not 
ever feel guilty of trying to be joyful because I have seen the conta-
gious effects of joy.  Wanting to help is both selfless and selfish; 
you can't really have one adjective without the other.  
 

I have learned that people make any experience what it is.  I am 
forever grateful to the women of the Casa, the staff, members of 
my English classes and all of the smiling faces that greeted me, 
for never letting me feel alone, and for reminding me what good-
ness is. 
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APRENDERð to learn  by Susan Lambert, Casa Volunteer/Teacher 

Susan sharing laughs with some of the mothers.   

Susan with the English students on the last day of class. 


